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Dr Russell Wilcox read Modern History at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, has a PhD in Law from the University of London and was
an academic for several years.

He continues to publish academic work when his practice permits and is a visiting lecturer at Strathmore Law School in Nairobi,
Kenya.

He was an associate member of McNair Chambers in Qatar where he worked on a number of large-scale cross-jurisdictional
commercial disputes and on international arbitral proceedings.

He has a busy practice in fields of public, regulatory and civiland commercial law. He is instructed in a wide range of civil and
commercial proceedings, both first instance and appellate. He appears in the County Court, the Chancery Division of the High
Court and the Lands Tribunal including in high value multi-track cases.

In the field of regulatory law, he appears before various disciplinary bodies and tribunals, including, in particular, the Nursing and
Midwifery Council and the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal, as well as being instructed before the High Court on associated statutory
appeals.

He was a junior disclosure counsel in the Grenfell inquiry and disclosure counsel in Athenasios Sophocleus & Others v Secretaries
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and Defence relating to actions of the Colonial Administration in Cyprus during the
Cyprus Emergency 1956-1959.

He also practices at all levels, from the First-Tier Tribunal to the Court of Appeal, in the field of Immigration, Asylum and Nationality
law.

In addition to his independent practice, Dr Wilcox is a Non-Executive Director on the Board of Directors at Medefer Ltd, a
healthcare technology company.

Areas of Expertise
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Public Sector & Human Rights

Russell has very considerable experience in all aspects of immigration, asylum and nationality law. In relation to the same, he
regularly appears in the First Tier and Upper Tribunals, as well as to the High Court and the Court of Appeal, where he has been lead
and sole counsel in a number of cases.

His experience of judicial review claims is extensive.

In addition to his experience in immigration and nationality claims, he has recent experience advising in relation to challenges to
Ofsted inspections, and other aspects of education law.

Commercial & Chancery

Russell has experience in different areas of commercial and property law. He has worked on a number of cross-border, multi-
jurisdictional claims, including in relation to international arbitral proceedings.

He has experience dealing with issues arising out of commercial tenancies under the Land Lord and Tenant Act 1954, as well as out
of domestic tenancies, possession proceedings and enfranchisement law.

He has a particular interest in informal trusts and how they arise, having appeared in the important case of Faizi v Tahir [2019]
EWHC 1627 (QB) (25 June 2019).

He has also represented clients in multi-day litigation involving allegations of breach of contract and documentary fabrication, as
well as making and/or resisting multiple applications under the CPR for relief from sanctions, complex pre-action disclosure and

appeals.

He has some experience in costs litigation arising out of cases in the above areas, and has recently secured permission to appeal to
the High Court a case management decision made by a costs Master in relation to detailed assessment proceedings.

Clinical Negligence & Healthcare

Russell is keen to accept instructions in all areas of Clinical Negligence and Healthcare Law. He has particular recent experience in
Montgomery informed consent claims in the context of otherwise non-negligent treatment.

In light of his involvement as a director of a healthcare tech company, and his considerable background in public and regulatory law,

he has a growing interest in these areas of practice and where standard private law claims intersect with broader healthcare legal
frameworks.

Personal Injury

Russell has experience in a range of personal injury and related tortious claims.

He has a particular interest in claims which straddle the public/private divide. These include more standard public liability claims,
but also a number of extremely complex unlawful detention claims, litigated through the High Court, in which issues of public law
authority to detain are central and hotly disputed.
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Additionally, he has experience in the range of Employers Liability, Road Traffic, and Occupier’s Liability Pl claims, in which he
regularly acts both for claimants and insurer defendants.

Travel & Cross Border Claims

Russell has a busy cross-border and travel practice, including claims under the Package Travel Regulations and involving accidents
abroad in multiple jurisdictions.

He has experience dealing with the various jurisdictional matters that are thrown up in this fascinating area of law, of advising in
relation the requirements for local standard and foreign law evidence.

He also has an interest in claims brought under the Montreal and Athens conventions.

He regularly contributes to the Monday Morning Briefings.

Police Law

Russell has interest in all areas of police law.
He has very considerable experience in respect of unlawful detention claims against public bodies.

He has recently been asked to advise in a number of matters concerning the lawfulness of police actions, including arrests and the
conduct of investigations.

He has a particular interest in the interaction between protest law, the lawful exercise of police powers in its enforcement, and the
rights to freedom of speech, assembly and conscience.

Additional areas of interest include the obligations of police forces under data protection legislation and personal injury claims
arising out of police actions.

In relation to police misconduct, he accepts instructions in relation to all forms of hearing and at all levels. He sits regularly as a legal
advisor to Chairs of accelerated misconduct proceedings (Chief Constables and Assistant Commissioners), and is engaged as
counsel in multi-day contested misconduct hearings on behalf of Appropriate Authorities.

Regulatory & Disciplinary

Russell has extensive and broad experience in the field of regulatory law. He has represented clients both in healthcare and in legal
services regulatory settings. He has reported cases in statutory appeals related to the same.

Court of Protection

Russell has a growing Court of Protection practice. He has acted, and does act, for a number of local authorities, especially in cases
related to deprivation of liberty and standard authorisation. He is happy to accept local authority instructions in a wide range of
Court of Protection work as well as Court of Protection related work more generally.
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Costs

Russell has considerable experience in costs hearings and appeals.
He has appeared in contested hearings before costs Masters arguing often complex points of principle.

He recently secured permission from the High Court to appeal against a decision of a costs Master to set aside a final costs
assessment after permission was initially refused on the papers. The matter was conceded in favour of his client before the appeal
was heard.

On two further occasions, Russell secured permission from the High Court to appeal against summary costs assessments by
Circuit Court Judges. Itis rare to secure permission in such circumstances, and Russell has developed a degree of expertise in
advising on the same.

He also has extensive knowledge of the intricacies of the Part 36 Regime.
Defamation and Privacy

Counsel acts on behalf of both Claimants and Defendants, with particular experience in cases involving serious allegations involving
high-profile individuals with political and professional profiles in the South Asian community. Counsel’s experience includes both
raising and rebutting public interest, honest opinion and truth defences especially in the context of investigative journalism.

Recently, counsel has successfully secured significant damages awards and injunctive relief in cases involving online publication
and social media defamation. His tactical approach extends beyond substantive defamation issues to encompass strategic
procedural applications, including security for costs and unless orders, particularly in cases involving overseas parties where
enforcement considerations arise.

Notable Defamation and Privacy cases

Chaudhry & Anor v Qureshi [2025] EWHC 1912 (KB) (25 July 2025)

The two claimants successfully represented by counsel in this case were each prominent Pakistani politicians. The First Claimant
was the Regional President of the Pakistan People’s Party in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and the Second Claimant was his son, both
holding parliamentary seats. The Defendant was a journalist with over one million social media followers, particularly among the
Kashmiri Pakistani community.

In November 2021, the Defendant had published videos on YouTube and Facebook featuring an interview with a former employee
of the First Claimant. The videos contained extremely serious allegations against both Claimants. These allegations were presented
as statements of fact rather than opinion and were widely viewed within the target community.

Mrs Justice Heather Williams found in favour of both Claimants on all issues. She determined that the words complained of bore the
defamatory meanings as pleaded and that publication had caused serious harm to both Claimants’ reputations. Crucially, the
Defendant’s public interest defence failed because he had not conducted proper investigations before publication, had failed to
contact the Claimants for comment, and had given untrue evidence about alleged disclaimers on his videos.
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The Court awarded £130,000 damages to each Claimant, granted an injunction restraining further publication of the defamatory
words, and ordered the Defendant to publish a summary of the judgment on his social media platforms. The Claimants were also
awarded their costs.

Alam Khokan v Hossain Nirjhor [2024] EWHC 1872 (KB)

This case involved a journalist of Bangladeshi origin living in the United States who had previously served as the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh’s Deputy Press Secretary from 2013 to 2022, who sued a London-based investigative journalist over a video titled
“Gujob Khokan” published in March 2022, which allegedly made very serious defamatory allegations. Based on two reports the
Defendant allegedly secured from official sources, he pleaded substantive defences of truth and public interest, while also raising
limitation defences and putting the Claimant to proof regarding serious harm, including the extent of publication within the
jurisdiction. The case was scheduled for a five-day trial commencing 1 July 2024.

Earlier in proceedings, Senior Master Cook heard the Claimant’s application for summary disposal and/or summary judgment
alongside certain disclosure orders, which he dismissed as plainly unmeritorious, being was roundly critical of the Claimant’s
conduct in a range of ways and ordering it to pay indemnity costs by a specified date, which it failed to do. The Defendant then
sought an “unless order” requiring payment of costs previously ordered by Senior Master Cook failing which the claim would be
struck out, security for costs of £26,000-£80,000 due to enforcement difficulties in the USA.

Mrs Justice Hill granted both applications, ordering that unless the Claimant paid £20,646.58 by a specified date his claim would
be struck out, applying principles from Michael Wilson v Sinclair. The court found no overwhelming Article 6 ECHR considerations
to prevent the unless order despite the proximity to trial. Additionally, security for costs of £26,000 was ordered, finding both CPR
25.13(2)(a) regarding foreign residence and CPR 25.13(2)(g) regarding asset concealment conditions satisfied, with enforcement in
the USA presenting substantial additional burdens compared to domestic enforcement.

The Claimant failed to comply with the above unless order, and so his claim was struck out. A further hearing was held before Mrs
Justice Hill, who awarded costs to the Defendant on the standard basis. The defendant’s costs budget variations were partially
approved, and the defendant was awarded £5,500 for consequential matters costs: Khokan v Nirjhor (Re Costs) [2024] EWHC
1873 (KB)

Counsel was instructed by Ushrat Sultana of Stone White Solicitors in the above cases.

Education

Bar Vocational Course
Graduate Diploma in Law (City University)
PhD (Law) (London University)

e LLM (London University)

e MA (History) (Oxon)
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Notable Cases

Chaudhry & Anor v Qureshi [2025] EWHC 1912 (KB) (25 July 2025)

Geddes, R (On the Application Of) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2025] EWCA Civ 353 (27 March 2025)
Khokan v Nirjhor [2024] EWHC 1872 (KB) (07 June 2024)

Khokan v Nirjhor (Re Costs) [2024] EWHC 1873 (KB) (19 July 2024)

Johnson v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2024] WLR(D) 93, [2024] EWCA Civ 182

Geddes v Secretary of State for the Home Department[2024] EWHC 66 (Admin), [2024] WLR(D) 27

Johnson v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2023]1WLR 1643, [2022] EWHC 3120 (KB), [2023] WLR 1643,
[2022] WLR(D) 494

Secretary of State for the Home Department v Akter & Ors [2022] EWCA Civ 741, [2022] WLR(D) 236

R (Akinola & Anor) v Upper Tribunal & Anor [2021] EWCA Civ 1308

Husson v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2020] EWCA Civ 329

R (Bajracharya) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2019] UKUT 417

Faizi v Tahir [2019] EWHC 1627 (QB) (25 June 2019)

Kaur & Ors v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2018] EWCA Civ 411

Arjomandkhah v Nasrouallahi [2018] EWHC B11 (Costs)

Newell-Austin v Solicitors Regulatory Authority [2017] EWHC 411 (Admin)

BP(Pakistan) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2015] EWCA 638
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